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ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

We would like to take a moment to welcome you to the 8th grade 
team. This year will be a challenging one for all of us with the 
uncertainty of COVID 19. It is important to note that 8th grade has 
traditionally been challenging, as we will really be focused on 
making the necessary adjustments in order to transition to high 
school. We really work on being more independent in managing their 
time and taking more personal responsibility for their own 
education. Also, we are making the transition to utilize online 
delivery of much of our curriculum via Google Classroom.  

While at school, your student will have access to their own 
Chromebook but at this time, they will not be able to bring them 
home. We encourage you all to monitor your student’s progress on 
Power School and Google Classroom. We update our grades at least 
once a week and are always available through e-mail  

It is important to remember that any time that a student is gone 
they are responsible for making up their work. We have our 
assignment sheet located online on the school website. It is located 
under 8th grade team. Also, we want to remind students that if they 
are gone for school events they are not excused from the work that 
is assigned for that day and they do not get extra time.  

Remember to send your student with water bottles that they can fill 
at the water fill stations throughout the building.  

We are looking forward to working with you and your students! 

Vol 1 September 
2020 

Volleyball 
Date:  Opponent: Location: 

9/10 El Dorado       Here 

9/14 Winfield       Away 

9/17 Clearwater       Here 

9/21 Haysville West       Away 

9/24 Mulvane       Here 

9/28 Ark City      Away

Calendar of Events 

September: 

7th—No School—Labor Day 

25th—Picture Day and Fall 
Sports Day 

28—No School—Teacher In-
service 

October: 

23rd--End of 9 weeks 

Conferences TBD--3: 45—7:30 

29th—Conferences 7:30—11:30 

30th—No School 

 

 

 

Football 
Date:  Opponent: Location:           

9/10 El Dorado       Here 

9/17 Clearwater       Here 

9/24 Mulvane       Away 

Cross Country 
Date:  Opponent: Location: 

9/8  Prairie Hills        Away 

9/10 Hutch/Prairie Hills Away 

9/21 Derby                   Away 

9/29 Andover         Away 
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In the Classrooms… 
Science: Keith George email: kgeorge@usd394.com 
In Science we will begin with an Environmental Science unit. Our focus will first be on 
recognizing the levels within an ecosystem and how organisms interact with one another. We 
will then look at how energy flows through an ecosystem. By the end of this section students 
will be able to identify the levels of organization, interactions among organisms, energy flow, 
and recognize that an environment that is suitable to one species does not mean it is suitable 
for all species due to varying attributes.  

Language Arts: Phillip Van Horn   email: pvanhorn@usd394.com 
We will begin the year with an informative essay.  Students will focus on two daily bell work 
action verbs while reading both fiction and non-fiction stories about survival.  They will then 
do several group activities—with COVID protocols—to strengthen their ideas and content 
about the survival theme.  This will culminate in an essay where they create a survival 
scenario and inform their reader how they’d endure. 

History: Sally Smith email: ssmith@usd394.com 
We will begin the year laying an important groundwork on the importance of knowing our 
history. We will watch the movie Robin Hood and establish some foundational concepts we 
will revisit the entire year through a writing analysis about certain quotes in the movie. In 
September, our main focus is on the Thirteen Colonies and the main reasons our Founders 
were compelled to declare independence and embark in our Revolutionary War.  

Reading: Donna Walker     email: dwalker@usd394.com 
Reading assessments will occur during the beginning of the year.  The four areas of 
comprehension, vocabulary, state standards, and independent reading for enjoyment are the 
focus for the 8th reading curriculum.  We work on skills that will improve student reading and 
prepare our students for high school. 

Math: Gina Geer     email: ggeer@usd394.com 
Math is divided into three levels. Each will learn their own concepts and progress at their own 
pace. Pre-Algebra will begin with review of 7th grade math skills including operations with 
integers, fractions and decimals. Intermediate Algebra will also review integers and 
converting decimals to fractions as well as identifying rational and irrational numbers. 
Algebra students will review integer operations and basic Algebra concepts before starting in 
on equations and inequalities. 


